230          CORRESPONDENCE OF        [1710

latlng to affairs here, that are said in perfect.confidence to
your Grace: if they are told again, I only desire it may
not be known from what hand they came.

XCVIIL [Sheridan.]

SWIFT TO ARCHBISHOP KING

January 4, 1710-11.

MY LORD,

HAVING writ to your Grace so lately, I only now make
bold to let you know, that on Tuesdayl I was to wait on
Mr. Secretary St. John, who told me from Mr. Harley that
I need not to be in pain about the first fruits, for the warrant
was drawn in order towards a patent;2 but mustjgasgjbtt^
several^forms, and take up some time, for the Queen designs
to make a grant by her letters patent,3 I shall take all due
methods to hasten It as far as I am able; but In these cases
they are generally pretty tedious. Mr. Harley likewise sent
me the same day, by another person, the same message. I
dined with him about four days ago; but there being much
company, and he going away in haste pretty soon after
dinner, he had not time to tell me so himself.4 Indeed he
has been so ready to do everything In this matter as I
would have him, that he never needed pressing; which,
considering both the weight and difficulty of affairs at pre-
sent on his shoulders, is very extraordinary, and what I
never met from a great Minister before. I had thought, and
so Mr. Harley told me, that the Queen would have sent a
letter to the Bishops; but this is a shorter way, and I hope

1 January 2nd.

- As arranged (supra^ p. 229), on the previous Sunday Swift had
waited on St. John with " a memorial to get the Queen's letter for the
first fruits," and on calling again, as here mentioned, two days later,
-was assured by St. John that it was " granted and done, and past all
dispute" (uProse Works," ii, 87, 91).

3  To Stella Swift says, " in things the Queen gives they are always
considerate," z>., given to consideration (ibid.^ p. 91).

4  11 was on the previous Sunday that Swift had dined with Harley.
Is the ambiguity as to the date due to a desire to conceal the day from
the Archbishop? The dinner was a large one, and in Swift's confession
to Stella that he had not been " merry at all," there seems a conscious-
ness that he would have been better elsewhere (ibid.) p. 87).ollege students who had injured King William's statue in
